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B Kamishichiken -Kotobukikai- I

It is said that the name “Kami Shichiken” originated in the
middle of the Muromachi period (1336-1573), when a part of the
Kitano Tenmangu Shrine was destroyed by fire and the shrine
was rebuilt, and seven teahouses were built using leftover
materials and called Shichiken Chaya. Later, when Toyotomi
Hideyoshi held the Kitano Tea Ceremony, Shichikenchaya was
used as a resting place for Hideyoshi. Hideyoshi was so pleased
with the dumplings that he granted them the privilege of
selling dumplings and the right to operate teahouses through-
out Kyoto, which 1s said to be the beginning of teahouses in
Japan. The emblem of Kamishichiken, “five dumplings,” 1s
derived from this famous Mitarashi dumpling.

"Kotobuki-kai” is an annual autumn performance in which
geiko and maiko, who carry on the traditions of Kamishichiken,
perform the results of their daily technical and artistic studies.
We have prepared a variety of programs for you to enjoy, from
the fresh dance of voung dancers to the expressive
performances of experienced dancers. We sincerely look
forward to seeing you at the performance.
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